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Sea Notes 
 

 
 
 
Kicking Off the New Year 
We had a fun and exciting start to 2024.  

Sharing news of our activities to highlight 
the value of your membership and 
demonstrate how our community supports 
the mission of the Navy League…  

We started our year with a tour of the WPTV 
Studio with meteorologist Kate Wentzel as 
our host. This informative view of the making 
and airing of local news was followed by fun 
conversations and cocktails at Meat Market 
Steakhouse.  Click here to see coverage 
video broadcast as part of WPTV News on  
January 25, 2024. 
 
Members of the Navy League and a dozen Sea 
Cadets staffed our booth at the Legend’s Radio 
concert at Abacoa Amphitheatre in Jupiter. 
Besides having fun and listening to the music, 
our goal was to highlight our mission and 
activities and recruit new members for both Sea 
Cadets and the Palm Beach Council.  

Interim 
Briefing 

https://navyleaguepalmbeach.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/01/wptv.mp4
https://navyleaguepalmbeach.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/01/wptv.mp4
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PTF-26  The Last U.S. Navy PT Boat 
One of the most exciting events was to support a 
special request from the Paducah, KY-based 
Maritime Pastoral Training Foundation. This non-
profit organization owns PTF-26, a 95’ Vietnam-era 
Navy gunboat. This vintage PTF-26 is the last 
American PT boat ever built.  

The request was made to Council President Jeff 
Leibowitz to help move the ship from Port Everglades 
to Port of Palm Beach and find dock space for one 
month in the Port of Palm Beach. The Navy Leaguers 
who helped move the boat were Council officers Jeff 
Leibowitz, Stephen Rousseau, Denise Rousseau, and 
new members Craig Siegler and Nina Pucillo. Council 
Member Dr. Jean Enright was instrumental in helping 
secure dockage at the Port, and we thank her for her 
efforts.   

The 40-mile trip had its adventure, with adverse weather and mechanical issues that diverted the 
voyage from outside to up the intercoastal waterway. The crew’s duties included standing watch, 
maintaining course and speed, and ensuring safe passage through the bridges.  

PTF-26 will remain at the Port of Palm Beach through February 23, 2024. The Board is working on 
scheduling boat tours, and information will be sent if and when we can arrange security to access 
to the Port. The boat will move and be overhauled in Mobile, AL, becoming a training vessel for 
Sea Scouts, Sea Cadets, and NJROTC cadets. The ship’s owner has made the Palm Council a 
plank owner of this historic ship. For more information on PTF-26, click here. 
 

https://museumships.us/ptboat/ptf-26
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Member Luncheons 

We are excited to announce two 
fabulous speakers for our February 
and March member luncheons. 

 We are also delighted to announce 
that they will be held at a new 
location for the Navy League…Café 
Centro, a charming restaurant in the 
historic Old Northwood area.  

On February 9, our speaker is  
Brent Sadler, Captain USN (Ret) and 
Research Fellow for the Heritage 
Foundation. 

The luncheons are from noon to 2 pm. 
Don’t miss this, as Brent will present 
and discuss topics from his recently 
published book, U.S. Naval Power in 
the 21st Century.   

Click here to register.  

---------------------------------------- 
 

On March 16, 2024 we will be back at Café Centro for our luncheon. Our 
keynote speaker is probably familiar to you as the TV commercial 
spokesperson (and Executive Chairman) for NewDay USA…Rear Admiral 
Thomas C. Lynch, USN (Ret). As a former Superintendent of the U.S. 
Naval Academy, his insights should be of interest to all, especially our 
cadets and youth group leaders. Further information will be sent, and 
registration will be available on about February 9, 2024. 

https://navyleaguepalmbeach.org/event/feb032024meetlunch/
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Picture Gallery for January 2024 
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  Next 2024 Council Board Meetings  
  Noon – 1 pm at BallenIsles Country Club 

• February 13        
• March 12   
• April 9 
• May 14     

May 12   

Council Officers 
 Jeff Leibowitz, President 

 Larry Caruso, Executive Vice President  

 Irv Silver, VP Development 

 Steve Rousseau, VP Youth Programs 

 Leslie Leibowitz, VP Programs & Communications 

 John Limoncelli, VP Legislative Affairs 

 Ted Peroulakis, VP Maritime Affairs 

 Paul Carman, Treasurer 

 Denise Rousseau, Secretary 

 HON Richard J. Wennet, Judge Advocate 

 Charles Zambrano, Special Projects Officer 

 Rod Dorilás, Special Projects Officer  

 Foye Belyea, Chaplain  

The Palm Beach Council supports: 

• Naval Sea Cadet Corps – American Veterans Division 
• Naval Sea Cadet Corps – Jupiter/Langley Squadron (AC-3/CV-1)  
• Navy JROTC – Palm Beach Gardens High School 
• Navy JROTC – Royal Palm Beach High School 
• Marine JROTC – Palm Beach Lakes High School 
• Marine JROTC – Boynton Beach High School 
• Young Marines of the Palm Beaches 

• The Palm Beach Council supports military units:  
• Navy Reserve Center, West Palm Beach 
• 4th Air Naval Gunfire Liaison Company (4th ANGLICO) Marine Corps Forces Reserve 
• Atlantic Undersea Test & Evaluation Center, Andros Island Bahamas (AUTEC) 
• U.S. Coast Guard Station Lake Worth Inlet 
• USS Florida – Adopted Ship 
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