
 
 

 

 

 

James Augustine Ponce 
19 July 1917 - 28 December 2015 

WW-н ŀƴŘ YƻǊŜŀƴ ²ŀǊ ΧΦ ¦Φ{Φ bŀǾȅ ϧ ¦Φ{Φ aŀǊƛƴŜ /ƻǊǇǎ 
tƘŀǊƳŀŎƛǎǘΩǎ aŀǘŜ ϧ IƻǎǇƛǘŀƭ /ƻǊǇǎƳŀƴ мst Class 

Official Historian ς Town of Palm Beach & The Breakers Hotel 
Prominent Member ς Palm Beach Council 

Navy League of the United States 
 

 

Jim Ponceôs family and many of his friends 

attended the Memorial Mass at St Edward 

Church on Wednesday, Jan 6th.  Monsignor 

Thomas Klinzing celebrated the mass and noted 

that Jim was undoubtedly already giving tours of 

heaven and touching the hearts there as he did 

here in Palm Beach. 

Our Navy League Palm Beach Council was well 

represented at the memorial service and the 

reception that followed at The Breakers, Jimôs 

second home. 

For several years Jim had been our ñoldest 

sailor presentò at our Navy League activities, 

and he enjoyed the role very much.  He always 

looked forward to spending some time with the 

youngest sailors in attendance.   

This past October Navy Birthday Ball was the first time Jim was too frail to carry out 

this role; but we spoke in September and Jim told me he would miss the Navy 

League camaraderie very much.  And we miss our beloved and esteemed and 

amazing Navy League colleague and friend, James Augustine Ponce.   
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There were many smiles at the after-mass reception, as everyone recalled that Jim 

was always smiling and telling stories with a twinkle in his eye.  Here are photos of 

Jimôs Navy League friends at the reception, along with a few from our Palm Beach 

Council archives. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 



 



 



 



 


